Oral History #117: A Young Man Who Built a Big Bridge by Mondloch, James et al.
No. 117 | 00:14:03 minutes
A Young Man who Built a Big Bridge (see no. 145)
A virtuous young man requested work from a king.  The king gave him work and admired the young man’s 
hard work and faithfulness.  In exchange the king treated him like his own son.  Later a group of young 
men told lies to the king about the boy.  They said he was bragging that he was going to marry the king’s 
daughter.  The king became upset and told the boy that he could marry his daughter if he could build a 
bridge over a large canyon.  The boy, with the help of God, managed to build the bridge, and as a reward 
the king gave him his daughter’s hand in marriage.
Un muchacho que hizo un puente grande (véase no. 145)
Un muchacho virtuoso solicitó trabajo de un rey.  El rey le dio trabajo, y admiró el buen trabajo y fidelidad 
del muchacho.  En cambio, el rey le trataba al muchacho como si fuera su propio hijo.  Después un grupo 
de jóvenes calumniaron al muchacho.   Le dijeron al rey que el muchacho fanfarroneaba que él se iba casar 
con la hija del rey.  El rey se perturbó al oír las mentiras de los jóvenes.  El le dijo al muchacho que podía 
casarse con su hija si pudiera construir un puente sobre un gran barranco.  El muchacho, con la ayuda de 
Dios, logró construir el puente, y como premio, el rey le dio a su hija en matrimonio.
K’iche’ Maya Oral histOry PrOject
University of New Mexico | Latin American & Iberian Institute 
Project Background
The stories and rituals included in this collection were collected between 1968 and 1973.  All of them are narrated 
in the K’iche’ Maya language of Guatemala with almost all of the narrators speaking the Nahualá-Santa Catarina 
Ixtahuacán dialect of that language.
Collected and recorded by
Dr. James Mondloch
Transcribed by
Miguel Guarchaj Ch’o’x and Diego Guarchaj
Funding and support provided by 
The UNM Latin American and Iberian Institute and the US Department of Education Title VI National Resource 
Center grant.
Title page image provided courtesy of
Dennis G. Jarvis 
Usage rights
Copyright © 2011 The University of New Mexico, Latin American and Iberian Institute.  All Rights  
Reserved. You may print, reproduce and use the information in, and retrieve files containing  
publications or images from, The University of New Mexico’s WWW documents for non-commercial, personal, 
or educational purposes only, provided that you (i) do not modify such information, and (ii) include any copyright 
notice originally included with such information and this notice in all such copies.
Alternative formats 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the information contained herein is available in alternative 
formats upon request.
Additional information about this project is available online
http://laii.unm.edu/kiche
Correspondence should be directed to
The University of New Mexico
Latin American & Iberian Institute
801 Yale Boulevard NE / MSC02 1690
1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
87131-0001
Phone: (505) 277-2961
Fax: (505) 277-5989
E-mail: laii@unm.edu
Web: http://laii.unm.edu
LATIN AMERICAN &
IBERIAN INSTITUTEUNM


















